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‘The whistle man’ was a typical character of the portuguese sea-side during the
Fascist Portugal. His story has so many versions that he has become a myth: a
poor crazy man who lost his baby girl, a professional homeless who lived from
the charity of rich families, a pedofile or a summer father Christmas. His
whistle announced his arrival and attracted boys and girls or made them run
away.

Last year | found 30 seconds of footage of this man which until then was just a
memory. IS he more real now?
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note of intention

These past years, I've explored and worked with archive images, taking them as
a privileged territory to represent dreams and blocked memories in film.
Acknowledging that memory is always constructed in order to exist in the
present tense, | believe that family films and family archives are necessarily
spaces of truth but also of fiction, in the sense that they are always produced
and interpreted in a world of affect and subjectivity.

This is the starting point for this film. | realized that this story was obviously an
excuse to reflect on what is history, myth, memory and truth. This is also a film
about appearances and the things that are hidden.

The sea is always present and this is no accident. The sea will always be
infinite, unknown, fascinating, enchanting and feared. Maybe this is why the
whistle-man chose the sea-side as the location for his wanderings.

We never really find out the true identity of this character. Was he crazy, a
pedophile, a beggar? Nevertheless the myth surrounding him nourished the
conversations and the collective memory of many bathers.

Ultimately this film is also about having time to stay inside a beach tent on
windy days, chatting and listening to the hissing of summer sands.
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