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SYNOPSIS
 
Vítor is over thirty and still lives with his mother, 
Fátima, in an apartment left to them by his 
grandmother, Júlia. Fátima is an introverted 
hairdresser, used to controlling her emotions with 
strict discipline, but when she goes to bed, she finds 
herself fantasizing about the charming policeman 
who has recently moved into the apartment next 
door. In the morning, Vítor claps his hands in the 
audience of a daytime TV show, at night he puts 
on this neighbor’s uniform to satisfy the desires of 
a boy he met online. Júlia, meanwhile, no longer 
knows which drugs to take in order to sleep. 
Her husband is dead, but he incarnates into her 
best friend’s body, demanding explanations for 
everything Júlia does. They all believe it’s their time 
to be happy, but everything they desire seems to 
melt into air.



NOTE OF INTENTIONS

After a few years away, I returned to Porto to write 
a screenplay. The apartment I rented was shown 
to me by the tenant himself, a policeman named 
Leonel Portela, who was leaving because he had 
been transferred to a city closer to his wife and 
children. While showing me the house, he asked 
me what I did for a living. I told him I was making a 
movie. Surprised, he took me to the balcony to show 
me its view of the city. A woman on the neighboring 
balcony interrupted our conversation. Her name 
was Fátima, and she seemed melancholic about 
her soon to be departed neighbor. A few days 
later, she knocked on my door to offer me help in 
whatever I needed, adding that she had always 
taken care of Leonel’s laundry. From here, I moved 
on to fiction: a fiction that speaks of the fantasies 
we project onto others and ourselves; a fiction that 
interweaves narratives through characters who 
are sometimes protagonists, sometimes secondary 
figures, sometimes mere extras. A film that 
translates my first impressions visiting and settling 
into the apartment that I rented, as an observer of 
impossible relationships.
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