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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Beginning, middle, end. Introduction, development, conclusion. Perhaps the mathematical logic
of the three acts always seems so fair to us (and appropriate when telling stories) because we
recognise in it the structure with which our thinking produces an understanding of life. This
could be the case if we were the linear result of our decisions, of our past, clearly expressed
in the physical and emotional territory we inhabit; if we recognised ourselves as wholesome
and conscious of our assumptions. | am epidermically averse to certainties because when
the mystery of things in the world is extinguished or the movement of people is no longer
unfathomable, something dies.

In recent times, | have watched with particular fascination as this issue literally expresses itself
in a late middle-aged condition, full of divorces, frustrations, sudden abandonment of careers
- second acts where vices are renounced or inaugurated, before the predictable physical
decay sets in for good and with it a progressive but unstoppable loss of property. A frightening
transformation takes place against the tide, as when at midnight, at the height of the ball, the
carriage turns into a pumpkin and we prematurely discover ourselves naked, lost, with teeth
falling out, nausea, cataracts, without words capable of producing a discourse that poetically
resolves the chaos and fills the void.

This type of crisis naturally produces its victims, excesses and missteps - they are often the
visible aspect of personal resolutions that are always difficult to map. This is the fundamental
reason why | try to replace any moralistic threat with a kind of operative ambiguity: which begins
with the mosaic structure of the script - alternately following the characters, respecting their
idiosyncratic rhythms, producing symmetries, contaminations and tempering the instrumental
sense of their journeys with a contradictory profusion of moods and genres to which | have tried
to attribute a specific formal nature. Melodrama, horror or comedy of manners.

They wake up and say their goodbyes, drift off and transgress. Escaping from the sun in funeral
parlours, storerooms, dark rooms, until they fall asleep again. It’s not a question of rehearsing
the umpteenth variation on the break-up of a couple, triggering the narrative circumstances so
that any equilibrium created can be undone. Fantasies of adultery, tumours, fevers, suicidal or
murderous impulses, neuroses or promises of pleasure exist here to articulate a kind of sick
emotional loop, a borderline territory from which the characters cannot escape. These lovers
are too similar to each other. Poisons, fainting spells and hesitant gestures serve precisely to
provoke a persistent sense of ubiquity which is formally liberating.

When Mateus and his wife Irene wake up in their idyllic retreat and the whole landscape changes
abruptly: luxury hotels, massages, cocktails, stereotypes of a reward on earth, everything takes
on a ceremonial nature, everyone died several times before. By now everything should go
unpunished, but this kind of post-mortem delirium, which conjures up an artificial paradise,
seems to be orchestrated by a vaguely bored cruel demon who, although amused by offering
romances and planting traps for his pawns, is powerless to undo their entanglement, their
undying love.
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